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hat is claimed is: 


/. 


1. A collapsible structure, comprising: 

a first base panel having a fold/ble frame member that has a 

A- / 
olded and an unfolded orientation, and a materi.al partially 

cjover ing the frame member when uhe frame member is. in the 

unfolded orientation, with the/material assuming the unfolded 

orientation of its associate^ frame member, the first panel 

having an outer periphery; 

a second panel having a yfoldable frame member that has a 
folded and an unfolded orientation, and a material partially 
covering the frame member when the frame member is in the 
unfolded orientation, vfith the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation of its associated frame member, the second panel 
having opposing firat and second end edges; 

a first interconnecting piece for ^coupling the first end edge 
of the second panoU to the outer periphery of the first panel; 
and ; 

a second interconnecting piece for coupling the second end 
v edge of the second panel to the outer periphery of the first 


2. The structure of claim 1, wherein/the second panel is 
flexed so that the first and second panels define an interior 
space, 'and with the opposing first anc* second end edges of the 
second panel coupled via the first and second interconnecting 
pieces to opposing locations of t\i(? first panel. 


3 . The structure of claim 
front edge that defines, an 
the interior space . 


ein the second panel has a 
opening for ingress and egress to 


4. The structure of c3/aim 1, wherein the second panel has 
an outer periphery, and ^herein the first and second panels 
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each has a sleeve extending along the outer peripheries thereof 
for retaining the respective /frame member. 


5. The structure of clai?m 1, wherein the first and second 
end edges extend beyond^t^e outer periphery of the first panel. 


6. The structure of'-e^aim 1, wherein the first and second 
end edges lie within/ /the outer periphery of the first panel. 

7. The structure of claijm 1, wherein the foldable frame 
member of the second panel is a first frame member, and wherein 
the second panel further inc ludes a second foldable frame 
member that has a folded anc an unfolded orientation, with(tfce) 
material partially covering the second frame member when the 
second frame member is in the unfolded orientation, with the 
material assuming the unfolped orientation of the first and 
second frame members. 


8 . The structure of 
frame members of the second 
each other along a portion! 


wherein the first and second 
iel extend co-extensively with 
the first and second end edges. 


9. The structure of cliaim 8, wherein the second panel has a 
first sleeve provided on tthe material of the second panel for 
retaining the first frame! member , and a second sleeve provi ded 
o n the mat erial of the sepond panel for retaining the seco nd 
fr^me^jnember, with the filrst and second sleeves converging to a 
sleeve portion adjacent iach end edge which retains both the 
first and second frame members^ ? 


10. The structure of /claim 9, wherein the second panel has a 
first side edge and an opposing second side edge, both first 
and second side edges Refined by the first sleeve. 
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11. The structure of clait^ 7, wherein the second panel has a 
first side edge and an opposi.ng second side edge, and wherein 
the first and second frame numbers of the second panel extend 

r along the first and second end 
s of the first and second side 


co-extensively with each othe 
edges and along lower portion 
edges . 


12. The structure of claim 11, wherein the second panel has 
a first sleeve provided on the material of the second panel for 
retaining the first frame meirber, and a second sleeve provided 

panel for retaining the second 
[nd second sleeves converging to 
;st and second side edges which 
bnd irame members . 


on the material of the seco 
frame member, with the fir 
sleeve portions adjacent t 
retain both the first and s 


13 . The structure of claij 
side edges are defined by tl 


wherein both first and second 
sirst sleeve. 


14. The structure of claim 9, wherein the second panel has a 
first side edge and an opposing second side edge, and wherein 
the first and second frame fnembers cross each other at opposing 
locations along the first s/ide edge and along the second side 
edge . 

15. The structure of c]/aim 14, wherein the first side edge 
and the second side edge ire each defined by a portion of the 
first sleeve and a portioji of the second sleeve. 


16. A collapsible structure, comprising: 
3 0 a first base panel having a foldable frame member that has. a 

folded and an unfolded afcZjentation, and a material partially 
covering the frame memby/when the frame member is in the 
unfolded orientation, wath the material assuming the unfolded 
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orientation of its associated frame member, the fi/st panel 
having an outer periphery; and 

a second panel having a foldable frame member that has a 
folded and an unfolded orientation, and a mater/al partially 
covering the frame member when the frame membe/ is in the 
unfolded orientation, with the material assunang the unfolded 
orientation of its associated frame member, /the second panel 
being flexed so that the first and second panels define an 
interior space, with the second panel haviiig opposing first and 
second end edges that are attached to the/material of the first 
panel and offset from the outer periphery 


s 


17. The structure of claim 16, wherein the second panel has 
a front edge that defines .an openino^Tor ingress and egress to 
15 the interior space. 


18. The structure of /claim 16, wherein the second panel has 
an outer periphery, aprif wherein the first and second panels 
each has a sleeve e^tte/iding along the outer peripheries thereof 

20 for retaining the i/eaWctive frame member. 

19. The structulrje yof Vlaim 16, further including a third 
panel having a foldable frame member that has a folded *and an 
unfolded orientation, and a material partially covering the 

2 5 frame member wher/ the frame member is in the unfolded 
orientation, witfh the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation of Ats associated frame member, the third panel 
being flexed so that the first and third panels define an 
interior space, with the third panel having opposing first and 
30 second end edges that are attached to the material of the first 
panel and offset from the outer periphery. 


20. The/ structure of claim 16, wherein the foldable frame 
member of/ the second panel is a first frame member, and wherein 
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the second panel further includes a second/ f oldable frame 
member that has a folded and an unfolded orientation, with the 
material partially covering the second fxame member when the 
second frame member is in the unfolded/orientation, with the 
material assuming the unfolded orientation of the first and 
second frame members . 
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21. The structure of claim 20, 'wherein the first and second 
frame members of the second panel are co-extensive with each 
other along a portion of the fxrst and second end edges. 
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22 . The structure of cl 
a first sleeve provided 


2*0, wherein the second panel has 

he^material of the second panel for 

// 

retaining the first f rarrfe /membdr , and a second sleeve provided 
on the material of the second panel for retaining the second 
frame member, with the j^Lest and second sleeves converging to a 
sleeve portion adjacent each end edge which retains both the 
first and second frame members. 

23. The structure of claim 22, wherein the second panel has 
a first side edge defined by the first sleeve A and an opposing 
second side edge defined by the second sleeve. 


24. The structure of claim 20, wherein the second panel has 
25 a first sleeve provided on the material of the second panel for 
retaining the first frame member, and a second sleeve provided 
on the material of the second panel for retaining the second 
frame member,/ with the first and second sleeves' spaced apart 
from each other at all points thereof, and with the second 
30 sleeve smal/er than and lying within the periphery of the first 
sleeve . 


25. The structure of claim 24, whereir/! the second panel has 
a first side edge and an opposing second side edge, with both 
first and second side edges defined by /the first sleeve. 

26. The structure of claim 20, wherein the second panel has 
a first sleeve provided on the material of the second panel for 
retaining the first frame member, And a second sleeve provided 
on the material of the second panel for retaining the second 
frame member, with the first and second sleeves spaced apart 
from- each other at all points t/hereof, and with the second 
sleeve extending beyond the oi4er periphery of the first panel, 
the second sleeve having opizljosang first and second end edges 
that are coupled to the fLrstAnd second end edges of the 
second panel by respect ive/ifnteyconnecting pieces. 

27. The structure of^claim 26, wherein the first and second 
sleeves and their respective frame members define an extended 
interior space. 

28. The structure' of claim 26, wherein the interconnecting 
pieces extend across the outer periphery of the first panel. 

29. The structure of claim 20, wherein the first and second 
frame members are positioned at opposite angles to each other, 
and cross each other at at least one location thereof. 


/ 


30. The structure of claim 29, wherein the first and second 
frame members^ are co-extensive along a central portion of the 
second panel/. 

31. The' structure of claim 29, wherein the first and second 
frame members cross each' other at opposing locations adjacent 
the firs/ and second end edges. 
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32. The structure of claim 29, wherein /the second panel has 
a first side edge and an opposing second/side edge, and wherein 
the first side edge and the second side/ edge are each defined 
by a portion of the first frame membe/ and a portion of the 
second frame member. 

33. The structure of claim 32, /wherein the first and second 
frame members cross each other 3/ong the first side edge and 
along the second side edge. 


34 . The structure of clatLmy 
further includes a third fo 
folded and an unfolded ori 
covering the third frame membe 


wherein the second panel 
frame member that has a 
on, with the material partially 
r when the third frame member is 


labl 
:ati 


in the unfolded orientation, with the material assuming the 
unfolded orientation of /he first, second and third frame 
members . 

35. The structure df claim 34, wherein the second and third 
frame members cross e4ch other at opposing locations thereof 
along the second pariel. 

36. The structure of claim 34, wherein the second panel has 
a first sleeve provided on the material of the second panel for 
retaining the fi/st frame member, a second sleeve provided on 
the material of /the second panel for retaining the second frame 
member, and a third sleeve provided on the material of the 
second panel f/br retaining the third frame member, with the 
first sleeve /paced apart from the second and third sleeves at 
all points thereof, and with the second and third sleeves 
smaller tha/ and lying within the periphery of the first 
sleeve . 
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37. A collapsible structure, comprising/ ■' 

a first base panel having a foldable frame member that has a 
folded and an unfolded orientation, and A material partially 
covering the frame member when the frarpfe member is in the 
unfolded orientation, with the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation of its associated frame ^member, the first panel 
having an outer periphery; and 

a second panel having first and/second foldable frame 
members, each having a folded and an unfolded orientation, and 
a material partially covering the frame members when the frame 
members are in the unfolded /C^ifentation, with the material 
assuming the unfolded orienta/tipn of the frame members, the 


second panel being flexed 
define an interior space, 
first and second end edge 


'so/ tflat the first and second panels 

he second panel having opposing 
are coupled to the first panel 

adjacent the outer periphery; 

wherein the first and /second frame members are spaced apart 
from each other at all /points thereof, and with the second 
frame member smaller t/nan and lying within the periphery of the 
first frame member. 

38. The structure of claim 37, wherein the second panel has 
a first sleeve provided on the material of the second panel for 
retaining the firsc frame member, and a second sleeve provided 
on the material o/ the second panel for retaining the second 
frame member. 

39. A collapsible structure, comprising: 
a first baser panel having a foldable frame member that has a 

folded and an unfolded orientation, and a material partially 
covering ths frame member when the frame member is in the 
unfolded orientation, with the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation of its associated frame member, the first panel 
having ara outer periphery; and 


r 

a second panel having first and second foltaable frame 
members, each having a folded and an unfolded orientation, and 
a material partially covering the frame members when the frame 
members are in the unfolded orientation, /with the material 
assuming the unfolded orientation of thef frame members, the 
second panel being flexed so that the /irst and second panels 
define an interior space, with the second panel having opposing 
first and second end edges that are ^coupled to the first panel 
adjacent the outer periphery; 

wherein the second panel has a f/irst side edge and an 
opposing second side edge, and wherein the first and second 
frame members of the second panel extend co-extensively with 
each other along the first and /Second end edges and along lower 


portions of the first and sec< 


side edges. 


40. The structure of claifrn/3 9 ,\ wherein the second panel has 
a first sleeve provided on /the material of the second panel for 
retaining the first frame /member, and a second sleeve provided 
on the material of the second panel for retaining the second 
frame member, with the f/lrst and second sleeves converging to 
sleeve portions adjacent the first and second side edges which 
retain both the first And second frame members. 

41. The structure/of claim 39, wherein both first and second 
side edges are defined by the first sleeve. 

42. A collapsible structure, comprising: 

a first base panel having a foldable frame member that has a 
folded and an unfolded orientation, and a material partially 
covering the frame member when the frame member is in the 
unfolded orientation, with the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation/of its associated frame member, .the first panel 
having an cuter periphery; and 


a second panel having first and second fol/dable frame 
members, each having a folded and an unfolded orientation, and 
a material partially covering the frame members when the frame 
members are in the unfolded orientation/ with the material 
assuming the unfolded orientation of tae frame members, the 
second panel being flexed so that the /first and second panels 
define an interior space, with the second panel having opposing 
first and second end edges that are/ coupled to the first panel 
adjacent the outer periphery; / 

wherein the second panel has a/first side edge and an 
opposing second side edge, witl/the first and second frame 
members crossing each other af#)opposing locations along the 
first side edge and along Xmd feecond side edge. 

43. The structure of cjLa^m ^2, wherein the first side edge 
and the second side edge y€re each defined by a portion of the 
first sleeve and a portion of the second sleeve. 

44. The structure at claim 42, wherein the second panel has 
a first sleeve provided on the material of the second panel for 
retaining the first /frame member, and a second sleeve provided 
on the material of /the second panel for retaining the second 
frame member, withf the first and second sleeves converging to a 
sleeve portion adjacent each end edge which retains both the 
first and second/ frame members. 

45. A collapsible structure, comprising: 

a first bas^s panel having a foldable frame member that has a 
folded and a/ unfolded orientation, and a material partially 
covering the frame member when the frame member is in the 
unfolded orientation, with the material assuming the unfolded 
orientatidn of its associated frame member, the first panel 
having an/ outer periphery; and 


a second panel having first and second fcSldable frame 
members, each having a folded and an unfolded orientation, and 
a material partially covering the frame/members when the frame 
members are in the unfolded orientation, with the material 
assuming the unfolded orientation of /the frame members, the 
second panel being flexed so that tne first and second panels 
define an interior space, with the/ second panel having opposing 
first and second end edges that are coupled to the first panel 
adjacent the outer periphery;^/ 

wherein the first and second/ f tame members are spaced apart 
from each other at all po irfts/jt hereof , with the second frame 
member extending beyond thp/oj&iier periphery of the first panel, 
and the second frame membe^nav^ng opposing first and second 
end edges that are coupleid to the first and second end edges of 
the second panel by firs/t and second interconnecting pieces, 
respectively. / 

46. The structure/of claim 45, wherein the second panel has 
a first sleeve provided on the material of the second panel for 
retaining the firs/t frame member, and a second sleeve provided 
on the material c/t the second panel for retaining the second 
frame member . / 

47. The stj/ucture of claim 46, wherein the first and second 
sleeves and t/heir respective frame members define an extended 
interior space . 

48. The/ structure of claim 46, wherein the interconnecting 
pieces exycend across the outer periphery of the first panel. 

49. /The structure of claim 45, wherein the first and second 
end edges of the second frame member are attached to the 
maternal of the first panel. 


50. The structure of claim 45, wherein tfhe first and second 
end edges of the second frame member are icoupled to the outer 
periphery of the first panel by third an4 fourth 
interconnecting pieces, respectively. 

51. A collapsible structure, comprising: 

a first base panel having a foldable frame member that has a 
folded and an unfolded orientatidn, and a material partially 
covering the frame member when the frame member is in the 
unfolded orientation, with the/material assuming the unfolded 
orientation of its associate€cT\ f rame member, the first panel 
having an outer periphery/ aria 

a second panel having f L-rs^ and second foldable frame 
members, each having a f oTded and an unfolded orientation, and 
a material partially covering the frame members when the frame 
members are in the unfolded orientation, with the material 
assuming the unfolded/ orientation of the frame members, the 
second panel being f/lexed so that the first and second panels 
define an interior ^space , with the second panel having opposing 
first and second end edges that are coupled to the first panel 
adjacent the outer periphery; 

wherein the first and second frame members are positioned at 


opposite angles/ to each other, and cross each other at at least 
one location thereof. 


52. The structure of claim 51, wherein the first and second 
frame members are co-extensive along a central portion of the 
second panel . 

53. The structure of claim 51, wherein the first and second 
frame members cross each other at opposing locations adjacent 
the first and second end edges. 

/ 
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54. The structure of claim 51, wherein the/second panel has 
a first side edge and an opposing second side edge/ and wherein 
the first side edge and the second side edge are each defined 
by a portion of the first sleeve and a portion of the second 
5 sleeve . / 


10 
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55. The structure of claim 54,. wherein the first and second 
frame members cross each other alo^g the first side edge and 
along the second side edge. 

56. The structure of claim pX, wherein a first portion of 
each end edge is defined by a/ portion of the first frame 
member, and a second portiori of each end edge is defined by a 
portion of the second frame member, the first and second 
portions of each end edge/ being separate. 
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57. A collapsible structure, comprising: 
a first base panel yhaving a foldable frame member that has a 
folded and an unfolded orientation, and a material partially 
covering the frame /member when the frame member is in the 
unfolded orientati/on, with the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation of itis associated frame member, the first panel 
having an outer /periphery ; and 

a second pan^l having first, second and third foldable frame 
members, each/ having a folded and an unfolded orientation, and 
a material partially covering the frame members when the frame 
members are/ in the unfolded orientation, with the material 
assuming tyne unfolded orientation of the frame members, the 
second paTiel being flexed so that the first and second panels 
define an interior space, with the second panel having opposing 
first and second end edges that are coupled to the first panel 
adjacent the outer periphery. 
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58. The structure of claim 57, wherein tjtfe second and third 
frame members cross each other at opposing/locations thereof 
along the second panel . 

59. The structure of claim 57, wherein the first frame 
member is spaced apart from the second and third frame members 
at all points thereof, and with the /second and third frame 
members smaller than and lying within the periphery of the 
first frame member. 

60. The structure of claiml 5^ ./Wherein the second panel has 
a first sleeve provided on the'' nate^rial of the second panel for 
retaining the first frame menfber, a second sleeve provided on 
the material of the second panel for retaining the second frame 


01 15 member, and a third sleeve/ provided on the material of the 


second panel for retaining the third frame member. 


^ 61. The structure of claim 59, wherein the second panel has 

_/ a first side edge and/an opposing second side edge, both first 

O 20 and second side edges defined by the first sleeve. 

» / 

pj 62. A collapsible structure, comprising: 

ft / 

™f a base fabric having an outer periphery; and 

a panel having /a foldable frame member that has a folded and 
25 an unfolded orientation, and a material partially covering the 
frame member when the frame member is in the unfolded 
orientation, with the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation pf its associated frame member, the panel being 
flexed so that the base fabric and panel define an interior 
3 0 space, with the panel having opposing first and second end 

edges thap are coupled to the first panel adjacent the outer 
periphe] 


63. The structure of claim 62, furthe/ including an end 
fabric wall attached to one side of the/ panel and the outer 
periphery. / 

64. A collapsible structure, comprising: 

a base fabric having an outer periphery; and 
a panel having first, second And third foldable frame 
members, each having a folded knd an unfolded orientation, and 
a material partially covering^ the frame members when the frame 
members are in the unfolded/ orientation, with the material 
assuming the unfolded orientation of the frame members, the 
panel being flexed so thtit the base fabric and panel define an 
interior space, with tthelpanel having opposing first and second 
end edges that are couVy/feJa to the base fabric adjacent the 
outer periphery. / ^ 

65. The structure of claim 64, wherein the second and third 
frame members crafes each other at opposing locations thereof 
along the second panel. 

66. The structure of claim 65, wherein the second panel has 
a first sidd edge and an opposing second side edge, and wherein 
the first And second frame members cross each other at opposing 
locations/along the first side edge, and the first and third 
frame members cross each other at opposing locations along the 
second /side edge. 

67. / The structure of claim 66, wherein the first side edge 
is defined by the first and second frame members, and wherein 
the/second side edge is defined by the first and third frame 
members . 
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68. A collapsible structure, comprising: 

a first base panel having a f oldable/f rame member that has a 
folded and an unfolded orientation, arid a material partially 
covering the frame member when the /rame member is in the 
unfolded orientation, with the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation of its associated fr/me member, the first panel 
having an outer periphery; and 

a second panel having a foldable frame member that has a 
folded and an unfolded orientation, and a material partially 
covering the frame member when the frame member is in the 
unfolded orientation, wi^h the material assuming the unfolded 
orientation of its assp<flfeted frame member, the second panel 
being flexed so that /the feirst and second panels define an 
interior space, with I'the/sBcond panel having opposing first and 
second end edges; ^ 

wherein the first and second end edges contact a surface upon 
which the structure rests, and the outer periphery of the first 
panel is coupled to the second panel at locations having a. 

69. The ^structure of claim 68, wherein a central portion of 
the first /portion adjacent the second panel is raised above a 
surface upon which the structure rests. 

70. /The structure of claim 68, wherein the outer periphery 
of th4 first panel is stitched to the material of the second 
panefl . 


